could be told without somebody's drawing a high-level
economic moral from it, either leftward or rightwarcl"

5 "M. told me that his reception by President Coolidge
went off nearly according to White 1 louse etiquette. An
official threw open the door of the Oval Room, looked
inside and shouted: 'The Minister of 1 lungary and guest!'
He slammed the door almost angrily. M. and the minister
went in. The president offered them a seat and asked M.
a series of insignificant questions, interrupted by long,
painful pauses. M, knew not a word of Knglish at the
time. This time Count S/.echenyi was the interpreter,
translating the president's questions and M's replies. Cool-
idge's last question 1 lungary was in the grip of a severe
post-war depression- was: ll low are economic conditions
in Hungary?*

M. knows very little about economies, and was afraid
he might ignoranrly say something that would do some
serious harm to his native country. So, turning to Count
Szechenyi, lie said in 1 lungarian, Tm going to talk to you
in Hungarian for some time, so that the president will
think I'm answering his question. Hut I don't dare answer
him, because I'm completely ignorant of economic mat-
ters, And I'm afraid I may say something stupid that will
do a lot of harm, I shan't; say anything, but I'd tike you
to tell the president something that will help our country,
I think I've said enough now so that the president will
believe I've answered his question. Please be kind enough
to tell him whatever you have to say,*

"Count Szechenyi did not hat an eyelash, bur delivered

198nd fear, that not even such a simple, silly little story as 'private indi-
